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“It’s just that I’m 92. All you have to do is
get to 90 and you get all sorts of attention.”
Harriette Thompson • record setter for running 26.2 miles in 7 hours and 7 minutes at age 91

Experts cite city’s lack
of leverage because
Bolts can move to L.A.

Metropolitan could
owe S.D. county water
agency after illegally
high fees claimed

DAVID GARRICK • U-T

San Diego’s efforts to forge a
stadium deal with the Chargers
will be similar to walking a tightrope, some of the nation’s leading negotiation experts said last
week.
They said San Diego faces a
steep challenge when negotiations begin Tuesday because the
city lacks leverage, faces many
unknowns and will be constrained by the need for a public
vote on any deal.
The Chargers have more leverage because they could potentially move to Los Angeles,
but the city’s bargaining team
can’t make the deal too sweet or
it will be rejected at the polls.
“It’s an extremely precarious position that we would call
a ‘two-level’ game,” said Robert
Bordone, director of Harvard
University’s Negotiation and
Mediation Clinic. “The city will
be dealing with two big negotiations, one across the table with
the team and another with the
constituency they represent,
and that’s much more challenging.”
Robert Tobias, who teaches
conﬂict resolution at American
University, said that challenge
is compounded by the many unknowns faced by the city. Those
include how open the Chargers
are to staying in San Diego, how
willing the NFL is to let them
leave, and how much public
money voters would approve.
“I wouldn’t want to be representing the city in this — it’s going to be very hard,” Tobias said.
“You have to ﬁgure out what deal
the Chargers can get in L.A. and
decide if you want to beat that,
while keeping in mind the voters
need to approve it.”
Seth Green, a professor of negotiation and conﬂict management at New York University,
said the city is facing a difficulty

BRADLEY J. FIKES • U-T

The decades-long struggle
between two water giants —
one serving San Diego County
and the other serving most of
Southern California — is about
to reach a critical milestone.
The San Diego County Water Authority said it’s being
charged illegally high fees by
the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California for
transporting water it’s getting
under contracts with Imperial
Valley farmers.
More than $2 billion in overpayments could accrue over
the deal’s 45-year lifetime, the
water authority said. The lawsuit was ﬁled in 2010.
In the next month, a tentative decision is expected from
San Francisco Superior Court
Judge Curtis Karnow about
how much Metropolitan has
overcharged the water authority — and how much it
has to return.
Last year, Karnow ruled
that Metropolitan violated
state cost-of-service rules
from 2011 through 2014.
“That was the heart of the
case, in which the trial court
held that Met’s rates for 2011,
2012, 2013 and 2014 violated
the (California) Constitution,”
said Dennis Cushman, the water authority’s assistant general manager.
The trial then entered its
second phase, in which penSEE WATER • A12

Online resources
The San Diego County
Water Authority and the
Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California have
markedly different views
about the litigation between
them concerning water
pricing.
To get the water authority’s
perspective, go to utsandiego.com/ratechallenge.
For Metropolitan’s viewpoint, visit utsandiego.
com/mwdresponse.

SAN DIEGO
HAS WEAKER
HAND GOING
INTO TALKS
ON STADIUM

Harriette Thompson signs an autograph for runner Delila Flores after a news conference for the Rock ’n’ Roll Marathon Friday. EDUARDO CONTRERAS • U-T

IN THE LONG RUN
S.D. marathon ﬁnish today would be another record for nonagenarian
DON NORCROSS • SPECIAL TO THE U-T

ith the San Diego-Coronado
Bridge as a backdrop, Harriette Thompson stepped outside of the Hilton Bayfront hotel Friday morning and began jogging along
the bay. One woman stopped her in front of
the million-dollar yachts for an autograph.
Another wanted her to pose for a picture.
“It’s just because I’m so old,” joked
Thompson.
One year ago this weekend, Thompson,
then 91, completed the Suja Rock ’n’ Roll
Marathon in 7 hours, 7 minutes, the fastest
marathon ever by a woman 90 or older.
Minutes after the feat, sitting in
the shade of a tent next to Petco Park,

W

SEE STADIUM • A15

RELATED OPINIONS
D1 • Columnist Kevin Acee
says Chargers are obligated to say
they’ve done everything they can
to get stadium here.
SD 4 • A Chargers season
ticket holder — and economist
— says user fees, not public
subsidies, best funding option.

Harriette Thompson runs toward the ﬁnish
line in the Lace Up Son Family 5K in Matthews, N.C., on Monday.

SEE RUN • A14

HIJACKER’S HARROWING ESCAPE MAY BECOME MOVIE
Successful plot to leave Communist Hungary has all elements of blockbuster script, director says
PETER ROWE • U-T

Encinitas yogi Frank Iszak was 25 in 1956
when he and six others were the ﬁrst people
to hijack a plane. HOWARD LIPIN • U-T

Every element in Frank
Iszak’s tale — the unheard-of
aerial hijacking, the life-ordeath brawl aboard an outof-control airplane, the pistol
that wouldn’t ﬁre, the plot that
shouldn’t have succeeded —
seems perfect for Hollywood.

Maybe too perfect. “So
many cliffhangers!” Iszak said.
“You’d almost have to eliminate some or it will seem too
much. But this is all historically proven.”
Now 83, Iszak runs a yoga
studio in Rancho Santa Fe
with his wife, Serpil. Through
his Silver Age foundation, he’s

TODAY’S DEAL
Today’s deal is brought to you by our paid advertising partner Mission Bay Sportcenter. Save on
kids’ summer camps, including half- and full-day
options, today at utsandiegodeals.com

donated 13,000 yoga classes to
worthy students, but he’s not
exactly world famous. But on
July 13, 1956 — mark that date
— he gained international attention for his bold escape
from communist-controlled
Hungary. With six co-conspirators, Iszak seized an airliner
and set a course for the West.

Four and a half hours after
takeoff, they landed at a halfcompleted airﬁeld.
After tangling with a KGB
agent.
Evading Soviet MiGs.
Crossing the mist-enshrouded Alps.
And nearly exhausting their
SEE ESCAPE • A14
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WATER • Antagonism between agencies goes back to 1987-92 drought
FROM A1

alties will be determined.
From the beginning,
Metropolitan has said its
rates are legal and properly
reﬂect the expense of running a regional water system. The agency’s position
remains unchanged despite
the judge’s 2014 ruling.
The lawsuit highlights
the complicated relationship between the two water
agencies. Even while ﬁghting in court, they need each
other. The water authority is a major customer for
Metropolitan, and its representatives serve on the
Metropolitan board.
Yet relations have become
increasingly bitter, leading
up to litigation and accusations on both sides of bad
faith and nefarious play.
In 2003, the water authority agreed to import water
from the Imperial Valley
through two deals that will
ultimately bring a combined
277,700 acre-feet annually
to San Diego County. One
acre-foot is about 326,000
gallons, enough for two typical single-family households
for a year.
There was just one catch:
The water authority didn’t
have an aqueduct to deliver
the water. So it’s paying
Metropolitan for the use of
the Colorado River Aqueduct to get that water.
No matter what Karnow
decides, the lawsuit will
likely continue. Metropolitan has vowed to appeal.

Seeds of discord
The antagonism between
the two agencies goes back
to the California drought of
1987-1992 and its aftermath.
That drought, which
rivals the current one in

severity, reached a peak in
March 1991.
At the time, Metropolitan’s board voted to impose
a 50 percent cut in water
deliveries to its member
agencies. San Diego County,
with little local supply, was
exceptionally vulnerable.
Disaster was averted
nearly at the last minute,
when intense rainstorms
relieved the worst of the
drought. The 50 percent
reduction never took place.
Metropolitan lessened the
cutback to 31 percent. And
in 1992, the drought ended.
Chastened by their experiences, Metropolitan and the
Water Authority worked to
prevent a repeat. Both concluded that lack of storage
in their service area posed
a major risk. So each agency
embarked on large and costly
projects to boost storage.
Metropolitan also looked
for new sources of storage,
such as through “banking”
in groundwater basins and
in Lake Mead, and both
agencies tried to reduce
demand by encouraging
conservation.
In 2003, the water authority, the Imperial Irrigation
District and the Imperial
region’s farmers entered
into two contracts that
funded water conservation
measures paid for by the
water authority. One was
to line the All-American and
Coachella Valley canals to
reduce water seepage. The
other provided conservation equipment and called
for limited land fallowing.
The conservation freed up
water for delivery to San
Diego County.
Since the Water Authority has no means of transporting the water, it pays

Conservation created by lining the All-American Canal in Imperial County has
made water available for use in San Diego County. PEGGY PEATTIE • U-T FILE
Metropolitan for use of the
Colorado River Aqueduct.

Dueling claims
The water authority alleges that Metropolitan
improperly set a high rate
for transporting the water,
punishing it for getting a
large new source of water
outside of Metropolitan’s
control.
The water authority said
— and the judge agreed in the
trial’s ﬁrst phase — that Metropolitan violated state law
requiring water agencies to
set rates based on the actual
cost of providing services.
The authority also said it’s
being shortchanged by Metropolitan in its preferential
right, or legal entitlement, to
buy Metropolitan water.
For its part, Metropolitan
said its rates legally reﬂect
the costs incurred for obtaining and delivering water
to its member agencies. It
also said the water authority is getting the same deal
any other member agency
would receive under the
circumstances.
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to challenge it in court.
In its own brief, the water
authority said Metropolitan
misrepresented the terms
of the contract. The terms
speciﬁed the charges were
to be set according to “applicable law and regulation,”
the brief stated.

What’s reasonable?
Since its founding in 1928,
Metropolitan has invested
billions of dollars on its infrastructure and associated
contracts to move water
from Northern California
and the Colorado River.
The concept was that Metropolitan acted as a uniﬁed
regional system for the beneﬁt of its member agencies
from Ventura County to the
Mexican border.
That unity is reﬂected in
what Metropolitan calls a
“postage-stamp rate” for its
customers. The price to deliver a given quantity of water to any member agency
in Metropolitan’s territory
is the same. That reﬂects
how Metropolitan fulﬁlls
its requests, delivering water from the Colorado River
westward or from Northern
California through the State
Water Project. At any given
time, one part of the system
may not be able to deliver
the required water, so another part is called upon.
The water authority
views matters much differently. The agency said it’s
“wheeling” water to its ser-
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Cycle of dependence
David Zetland, a water
economist who wrote his
Ph.D. thesis around the conﬂict between Metropolitan
and the water authority,
said postage-stamp pricing
blunts price signals that
encourage
conservation
and can pit Metropolitan
and its member agencies
against one another.
“Because Met’s ﬁxed
costs are so signiﬁcant …
decreased sales volumes require higher prices and vice
versa,” Zetland wrote. “If local supplies are scarce and
Met supplies are abundant,
they can buy more Met water (at cheaper prices) to replace missing local water.”
While that model moderates prices, it also hinders
the water-saving practices
that higher prices naturally
spur, Zetland wrote. And it
means Metropolitan gains
from fostering dependence.
JudgeKarnow’sﬁnalruling
for the trial’s second phase is
expected this summer, several weeks after his tentative
decision is issued.
bradley.ﬁkes@utsandiego.com
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Under the agreement
between the two agencies,
Metropolitan trades its
blended water for the water
authority’s Colorado River
water. So it’s not physically
delivering the same water
from Imperial farmers.
Blending is signiﬁcant
because Colorado River
water is saltier than water
from Northern California.
Some crops, such as avocados, don’t grow well with
water exclusively from the
Colorado.
Metropolitan also said
the water authority voluntarily accepted the price of
$253 per acre-foot, which includes the water itself and
the beneﬁt of Metropolitan
giving the water authority a
one-time allocation of $235
million and water rights
worth more than $1 billion.
“With respect to the legality of the price, (the water authority) cannot have
it both ways,” Metropolitan
said in a legal brief. “Either
the rate structure and rates
are unlawful in a manner
material to the Exchange
Agreement or they are not.
If they are, the contract is
unlawful and cannot be enforced; if they are not, there
was no material breach and
(the water authority) cannot recover damages.”
The water authority said
it only agreed to accept
Metropolitan’s price structure for ﬁve years, after
which it reserved the right

vice area, employing unused
capacity on Metropolitan’s
Colorado River Aqueduct.
The water authority said it
shouldn’t have to pay for the
components it’s not using.
For legal support, the
water authority cites laws,
including the state’s Government Code Section
54999.7(a). It said this provision limits water agency
rates to the “reasonable
cost” of providing service.
It also cites the state’s
“Wheeling Statutes,” which
deal with transporting water through an agency’s infrastructure network.
Metropolitan said it’s not
“wheeling” the water, but
exchanging water received
from the deals with other water of similar quality derived
elsewhere. Hence, it said, the
deal is an exchange.
To outsiders, these details may seem trivial. But
lawsuits are often won or
lost on the details.

Who are candidates for Adult
Dentistry?

What problems can be treated
with Adult Dentistry?
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I’ve never met a more caring group of professionals. Their patience, accuracy and
communication during the diagnosis was the best I’ve ever experienced. Their tools
were high-tech. The treatment options were focused on my best interests and not
profit. The payment options fit my needs. Everybody knew my name. Everybody
was smiling. Everyone was friendly. I left feeling like I had just been adopted into
someone’s family. Ultimately, the procedure was effective and ended up costing
me about half of what I had been quoted at another office. They’ve gained a new
customer. I look forward toreferring friends and family. ~Jim
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