Water in Focus

Background:


If all life on Earth is dependent upon water, why do we dam our rivers, contaminate our drinking water, and pollute our oceans? Water in Focus Water in Focus  exposes students of diverse populations to environmental justice issues focused on water.  Outside the Lens provides the resources needed for youth to forge a personal connection to this global issue through photography, writing, and media arts projects. Outside the Lens™ (OTL) is a San Diego-based youth media literacy program dedicated to engaging 
youth in written and verbal expression through the use of 
photography and digital media. 

Current Conditions:


Although only a small percentage of the world’s water is usable by 
humans, there would be enough to go around if we took care of it.  As 
a result of contamination, lack of proper sanitation (in developing 
worlds) and other development choices our viable water supply is 
dwindling.  According to Maude Barlow, “we do not just have a water 
crisis, we have a clean-water crisis”.


Water has moved up in notable concerns for major countries and the 
realistic threat of fighting for water or literally the drying up of 
areas within our country due to patterns of development are rapidly
becoming a reality.

 
We need to educate ourselves and act quickly in our efforts to change 
our water habits.  By creating programs, like Water in Focus, youth 
are being introduced to our water crisis.  Our hope is that these 
efforts will instill water conservation ideas as a norm into younger 
generations.  We invite you to join us in our efforts at educating and 
instilling beneficial water habits in the youth of our community. 


Resources:


San Diego Water Authority: http://www.sdcwa.org/manage/drought.phtml, Maude Barlow 
on Water Stress http://www.globalissues.org/video/739/maude-barlow-water-stress, and 
Time article on access to clean water 
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1866469,00.html?iid=tsmodule.

Water In Focus-The Project:

Water in Focus is designed to provide youth with an opportunity to investigate water within their personal lives, their communities and the world.   Through specialized curriculum students from kindergarten through twelfth grade are invited to explore water at their level.  The use of field trips, guest speakers, and research supplement the program by incorporating hands-on experiences and factual information into the media arts based program.  

General Questions Water in Focus will Address:


Environmentalism 



What do you know about water pollution? 



What is a water shortage?



What is important about water conservation?


Sustainability



What are some solutions to water problems?


Justice



Who has access to water?



Who has access to clean water?



What is the difference between accessibility to water around the world?


Power



Who owns water?



How much does water cost?


Activism



How does water affect you?



What can we do to ensure clean water for future generations?



What can we do to preserve our oceans, lakes and rivers?


Change



What changes can we make to ensure clean oceans, lakes and rivers?



What changes can we make to ensure access to water?



What changes can we make to conserve water?

Scope of the Program:


Water In Focus begins by inviting students to explore their personal 
relationship with water, using photography and writing pieces as an 
avenue for exploration and discussion.  The program then leads 
students to think outside themselves and investigate the water use 
of their family through a take home project.  In a continued effort to 
expand thinking, the project then guides students to explore a 
greater reality by examining the relationship with water of their 
local communities and then throughout the world. 
Components Each Student Will Complete:


Each student who participates in Water In Focus will:



1.  Complete a writing piece that reflects their personal 



      relationship to water.




2.  Learn basic photography skills and will capture at least 30 


      photographs that document water in their lives and 



      community.



3.  Engage in a dialogue centered on water issues through 


      group investigations on the causes and effects of our water 
    

      crisis.



4.  Complete an educational component that involves factual 


      information (looking for possible partners)?



5.  Participate in our online virtual mural where students can 


      upload photographs and writing pieces centered on water 


      to share with our online global community.

Elementary (K-6th Grade) Program:


Students at this age level will participate in activities that expand 
their knowledge of water issues and empower students to create a 
healthy and sustainable relationship with water.  Through the 
program students will:

· Participate in a take home scavenger hunt to document their daily interaction with water.

· Explore the San Diego Watershed through Field Trips.

· Investigate the water cycle, where water goes (Follow the Tap project), and what happens to water once we are finished using it.  

Middle/High School Program:

Students at this age level will participate in thought provoking 
conversations and self –reflection activities that challenge students 
to investigate water though media arts.  Water In Focus provides an 
avenue for students to share their perspective on water through 
photography, writing components, field trips, and investigation.  
After exploring water though a new “set of eyes” using photography 
as a method for creative exploration; students use their
photographs as a catalyst for dialogue and writing components.  
Through this program students will:


· Participate in a take home scavenger hunt to document their daily interaction with water.

· Explore the San Diego Watershed through Field Trips.

· Investigate the water cycle, where water goes (through our Follow the Tap project), and explore what happens to water once we are finished using it.

· Consider concerns centered on access to water (both in San Diego and the World), how you gain access to water and who owns water.

· Use digital media to create movies and update blogs centered on their water exploration.
· Engage in creative reuse by building functional furnishings out of old water bottles, etc.
Community Involvement:

Community Members will be urged to get involved with the Water in 
Focus project by visiting our Website online.  The Water in Focus
website will provide a virtual space for not only San Diego residents, 
but people worldwide.  The space will be complete with water blogs, 
resource information, links with suggestions of how to take action on 
water issues/current events centered on water, and the opportunity 
to submit their own photographs and writings to our virtual mural.  


By providing an outlet for dialogue and creative expression centered 
on water causes, individuals from around the world can become part 
of a movement to educate on our water crisis.

Exhibition:


 Student who participants in the Water in Focus program will have 
their photographs displayed at a large scale exhibition event hosted 
at the UCSD ArtPower Loft from April 22nd until June 2nd, 2009. 


Community members are invited to join us during the exhibition 
dates for events that will participants to re=think their own 
relationship with water.    

Projected Participants:

Migrant Education Program:

The Migrant Education program works in collaboration with local school districts to meet the needs of migrant children through quality services, effective and efficient use of resources and innovative leadership.   

Quest Academy-Spring Valley Middle School:

La Mesa-Spring Valley Community Day School Program is designed to meet the needs of students exhibiting behavioral, academic, and attendance difficulties.  The intent of this program is to provide students the skills needed to increase the likelihood of success upon reintegration into the comprehensive school setting.  The La Mesa-Spring Valley Community Day School seeks to build academic skills, shape behavior, and develop effective coping strategies in order that students have greater success in their academic careers.

Explorer Elementary School: 

This unique charter school uses project-oriented teaching to encourage depth and complexity of thought.  Their focus on social-emotional curriculum, in addition to academic curriculum, strives to build the whole person through weekly lessons that focus on developing skills in recognizing emotion in themselves and others and being able to respond to these emotions appropriately.

High Tech Middle School:

This charter school combines three design principles to create a unique learning environment that is different from the traditional public school.  These principles include joining students of all educational backgrounds in a classroom where they work together, providing relevant interdisciplinary projects that can easily be applied to the world and connecting student to adult community members


A Reason to Survive (A.R.T.S.), a non-profit that provides a variety of free 
visual, performing and literacy arts programs to children.  They are dedicated to 
healing, inspiring and empowering children facing life challenges by providing 
innovative arts-based programs, education and opportunities. OTL provides 
photography, technology, multimedia, video and literacy classes to at-risk youth 
at the A.R.T.S. center.

Monarch School:
The Monarch School is a unique schooling environment for homeless and at-risk children in San Diego.  This part non-profit, part public school provides education while caring for the basic needs of these children (food, clothing, healthcare, etc.).  


S.U.R.F. 
Siempre Unidos para Reforzar el Futuro or S.U.R.F. SURF empowers youth as agents of proactive change integral to sustainable development by building the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to become social, economic, and environmentally responsible citizen leaders dedicated to rebuilding the future.  SURF works intensively with at risk youth located in coastal communities. During the program students engage in modules based in life skills, environmental education and entrepreneurial knowledge.

 

The TunaHaki Foundation

The TunaHaki Foundation is establishing a model for the care of orphans and vulnerable children across the globe.  Their pilot program in Tanzania, Africa rescues children from poverty and hunger while simultaneously supporting their health and education.  The goal of this program is to empower the orphans by meeting their basic human needs and providing them the ability to learn skills to secure their future.  

Linda Vista Tech:

This San Diego Unified School program supports teens who have once been in the juvenile detention facility.  
Barrio Logan:

Barrio Logan College Institute prepares first-generation, college-bound children (grades 3-high school) for higher education with the use of free academic enrichment programs.

The ALBA School:

Zero-Tolerance School that provides an alternative learning space for students who have been removed from their current schools.   This Middle School aims to help students become stabilized in education and behavior so that they may transition back into their traditional schools. 

STAR-PAL:

This non-profit organization provides free youth programs to inspire and aid the youth of greater San Diego.  Outside the Lens worked with a refugee group from Kenya through the STAR-PAL center.

Door of Hope:

This program offers a structured group home for pregnant and parenting teen mothers and their babies in San Diego.  Here the girls have the opportunity to complete their high school education on campus while learning valuable parenting skills.

Francis Parker:

This school provides college preparatory education in a diverse family-oriented environment in order to meet the academic, social, creative, emotional, and physical needs of the students enrolled.

The Bishop’s School:

As a college preparatory school, they believe that skills, knowledge, and the ability to reason are necessary to meet the demands of college.  Their focus is on developing the whole person, to better enable students to function as effect adults in today’s world. 


La Jolla Elementary:


La Jolla Elementary is a San Diego Unified School that recently became one of the 
2008 California Distinguished schools.  They strive to meet the needs of their 
diverse student population through a rigorous and comprehensive educational 
program.


Excel Youth Zone:


Excel Youth Zone (XYZ) facilitates after-school service-learning clubs, provides in-
classroom service learning opportunities, and helps train youth in leadership and 
development skills.  

Program Partners:

Outside the Lens:



www.outsidethelens.org

UCSD-ArtPower! at the Loft:



http://www.artpwr.com/categories/loft

UCSD Cross-Cultural Center:



http://ccc.ucsd.edu

UCSD Student Sustainability VidFest:


http://esi.ucsd.edu/esiportal/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid=45

Projected Outcomes:


General Outcomes:


· Heightened awareness of water issues (in SD and the world)

· Education to achieve a deeper understanding of water issues

· Recognition of individual role and responsibility on water issues

· Initial Impact-compelled to make a personal difference 

· Long Term Impact-challenge unjust systems, make life habit changes

Effect on Individual Students:

· Students will gain a factual knowledge base on water issues

· Students will be inspired to change habits concerning water use 

· Students will learn to express themselves through the arts (photography and writing)

· Students will be challenged to share the information they learn 

· Students will grapple with big “world” questions


Effect on the Community:

· The bridging of communities (students and families) that normally do not interact.

· The bridging of “at-risk” youth with college communities (UCSD) and the opportunity for young students to imagine themselves 
in higher education.

· Engaging local communities in dialogue on water concerns 

· Provides stimulation of ideas through online materials and resources for community members around the world.

· Opportunity for anyone to participate through online blog/website.  Members of the community can engage in dialogue and artistic expression by posting photographs and writing pieces on water.  

